
Postsecondary and 
Career Expectations
At the middle school and early high school level, 
the Illinois Postsecondary and Career 
Expectations (PaCE) Framework is designed to 
provide students with guided exploration of 
postsecondary planning and options in a manner 
that is consistent with adolescent development.  
Meaningful participation in postsecondary 
preparation programs requires that students 
perceive college and/or career as possible and 
probable.  Too often, programs are designed to 
serve only students who already have a college-
going or career-oriented identity.  The 
developmental work in the middle school 
framework is intended to prepare students to 
more fully engage with the PaCE Framework 
throughout the critical high school years.  
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	6th Grade: -Identify personal strengths and assets. 

-Investigate workplace skills.

-Explore career interests. 

-Create and review career options with an Illinois Career Information System (ILCIS) account.

-Complete a program to connect school based education and real world life management skills. 

-Determine personal motivational factors.

-Research and present poster based on an inspiring, motivational person. 

-Learn about ethics and ethical decision making.

-Complete a college/trades/business visit. 

-Participate in as many career guest speaker presentations as possible.  
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	7th Grade: -Explore personal habits and interests.

-Understand the value of professional communication and soft skills. 

-Create a vision for a positive future.

-Understand human capital. 

-Utilize Illinois Career Information System (ILCIS) account to explore career interests.

-Learn about ethics and ethical decision making.

-Research and complete a project related to a career cluster of interest. 

-Complete a career field trip focusing on areas of interest. 

-Participate in as many career guest speaker presentations as possible.  
	8th Grade: -Participate in Career Spark event to learn about education and career opportunities.

-Understand self-advocacy and map a support network. 

-Explore self-identity and express personal strengths.

-Understand the relationship between academics, extra-curricular activities and career goals.

-Utilize Illinois Career Information System (ILCIS) to create an educational plan for a career of interest. 

-Explore career resources to develop job search and interview skills.

-Build a foundation for making smart financial decisions including decisions related to income, expenses, savings, and credit.

-Develop a personal budget. 

-Learn how to turn an idea into a business. Develop a pop-up business.

-Learn about ethics and ethical decision making.

-Complete a combined college and trades campus visit. 

-Participate in as many career guest speaker presentations as possible.  

-Participate in 'Commitment to Graduation' Signing Day event including a high school tour. 


